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Vanessa Mahaney Biography

Born and raised in a loving Christian family, Vanessa is the fifth child of the late Mr. Roosevelt and Mrs. Osceola Moore Byers.  Vanessa received her formative education in the Kansas City, MO School District and graduated from Lincoln High (now Lincoln Academy) School in 1974. Not one to sit idly by she started her post-secondary education her senior year at Lincoln and took several general courses at Penn Valley Community College, knowing she was wanting to obtain a college degree after high school graduation.  She received the B.S. degree in Business Administration in 1974 and her B.S. Degree in Accounting in 1989, both from Lincoln University of Jefferson City, Missouri.  She is married to Rev. James P. Mahaney, Sr., and they are blessed with three children and seven beautiful granddaughters.

Vanessa’s Christian foundation was at Metropolitan A.M.E. Zion Church, Kansas City, MO from the time she was born.  She served in various capacities in the Youth Department from being a choir member, president of the Youth Council, member of the Y Society Missionary Department, and was selected Ms. Metropolitan prior to her going off to Lincoln University.  During her time in the Youth Department she traveled to various meetings within her conference and to the National Christian Youth Council Meetings held annually across the country, representing the youth within her church.  This taught her how to conduct meetings, using Robert’s Rules of Order during this time.

Her love is for children and the elderly, but believes in giving biblical advice and guidance to those going through life challenges.  While pursuing her college degree, she worked with the Girl Scouts in Jefferson City, MO and is very active, presently, within her local church and conference.  She serves as the Sunday School teacher, Leader of Leaders, church secretary, Christian Education Director, and is the President of the St. Louis District’s Ministers Spouses and Widow(ers) Fellowship.  She has been ordained a Deaconess in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church denomination.

She worked as one of the program director’s in the nonprofit organization Life Changing Ministries working to help change participant’s lives for the better through teaching and providing assistance through local agencies to improve their lives.  Currently serves as a mentor within the Missouri Valley Big Brothers Big Sister Program of Jefferson City and has worked with the Jefferson City Project Homeless Connect.  Her belief and something she constantly says is to speak life into our children because what we release into the air is what they will become - so speak life and always try to encourage them.  With the elderly she has always believed that if we don’t learn from our past then we will repeat it.   

Her work experience includes:  Lincoln University’s Student Special Services Department; Pizza Hut Assistant Manager; Montgomery Ward’s Service Contract Clerk; Department of Natural Resources’ Outdoor Recreation and Assistance Program serving as Fiscal Management Assistant overseeing the  Adult Conservation Corps and Youth Conservation Corps Programs; and Department of Conservation retiring as Financial Services Analyst working with the department’s internal and governor’s approved budget and internal financial reports.

It is her desire to return to school to obtain her Master’s Degree in Biblical Counseling.  Vanessa believes whatever you do, do it to the glory of God!

